
 

   
 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

KEVYN ORR EARNS THE 2026 LEADERSHIP AWARD  
FROM THE M&A ADVISOR 

 

New York, March 12, 2026 – In a market defined by complexity and uncertainty, true 
leadership shows itself in the ability to navigate high-stakes decisions with clarity and 
confidence. Kevyn D. Orr, Partner-in-Charge of U.S. Offices at Jones Day, exemplifies 
that standard—over more than three decades, he has guided corporations and 
stakeholders through complex business restructurings, distressed M&A, corporate 
governance in high-pressure environments, and intricate commercial litigation and 
settlement negotiations. 

In recognition of his unwavering leadership, The M&A Advisor will proudly present the 
Leadership Award to Kevyn Orr on Tuesday evening, March 24, during the Awards Gala 
Celebration at the 2026 Distressed Investing Summit, taking place March 23 and 24 at 
the Four Seasons Resort in Palm Beach, Florida. 

“We are proud to honor Kevyn Orr with the 2026 Leadership Award,” said Roger Aguinaldo, 
Founder and CEO of The M&A Advisor. “Kevyn exemplifies the highest standard of 
leadership in today’s complex capital markets—guiding high-stakes distressed M&A, 
corporate governance, and restructuring with clarity, conviction, and unwavering trust.” 

With the presentation of the Leadership Award, Mr. Orr will join a renowned and exclusive 
circle of business leaders, including Dave Miller of Elliott Investment Management; Rodger 
Krouse and Marc Leder of Sun Capital; Paul Aversano of Alvarez & Marsal; Euan Rellie of 
BDA Partners; Liz Nesvold of Emigrant Bank; Leonard Tannenbaum of TCG; John S. Castle 
of Branford Castle; and Ryan Binkley of Generational Group, among others. 

Kevyn D. Orr is Partner‑in‑Charge of U.S. Offices at Jones Day and one of the nation’s most 
respected restructuring and crisis‑management lawyers. With more than three decades of 
experience in business restructuring, distressed M&A, corporate governance in distressed 
environments, and complex commercial litigation, Mr. Orr provides strategic, 
business‑oriented solutions in high‑stakes, precedent‑setting matters.  



 

   
 

His distinguished career includes serving as Emergency Manager for the City of Detroit, 
where he successfully led the largest municipal bankruptcy in U.S. history, restructuring 
$18 billion in debt and implementing a multiyear revitalization plan. He also has advised 
major Chapter 11 cases, including representation of Chrysler in its landmark bankruptcy 
and restructuring.  A recognized leader in his field, Mr. Orr has been named a "Crisis 
Trailblazer" by The National Law Journal and ranked among Chambers USA’s Eminent 
Practitioners for Bankruptcy and Restructuring.  

He holds both a Bachelor of Arts and a J.D. from the University of Michigan and is a Fellow 
of the American College of Bankruptcy. 

In addition to receiving the Leadership Award, Kevyn will be inducted into The M&A Advisor 
Hall of Fame during the 2026 Future of Dealmaking Summit on November 16 and 17 in 
New York, NY. With his Hall of Fame induction, he will take his place among prominent 
figures including U.S. Secretary of Commerce Wilbur Ross; Illinois Governor Bruce Rauner; 
“Father of Venture Capital” David Morgenthaler; corporate leaders Richard “Dick” Parsons 
and Robert “Steve” Miller; private equity pioneers John K. Castle, David Bonderman, and 
Pete Peterson; renowned advisors Lisa Donahue, Bruce Wasserstein, and Joele Frank; legal 
leaders Rodgin Cohen, Jack Butler, James H.M. Sprayregen, and Harvey Miller; The 
Honorable Laurel M. Isicoff; and others. 

About The M&A Advisor 

The M&A Advisor was founded in 1998 to offer insights and intelligence on mergers and 
acquisitions. Today, the organization is recognized as the world’s premier leadership 
organization for M&A, restructuring, and financing professionals, providing a 
comprehensive and integrated suite of services. 
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