
 

 

 

 

   

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

THE HONORABLE ROBERT D. DRAIN TO RECEIVE  
THE 2026 LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD FROM THE M&A ADVISOR 

New York, September 8, 2026 – The M&A Advisor is proud to announce that The Honorable 
Robert D. Drain, Senior Advisor and Head of Fiduciary Services at M3 Partners and a 
Former U.S. Bankruptcy Judge, will be recognized as The M&A Advisor’s 2026 Lifetime 
Achievement Award recipient. Judge Drain will be honored for his significant contributions 
to the international restructuring and turnaround industry during the 17th Annual 
International M&A Awards and the 17th Annual Emerging Leaders Awards Gala, the 
highlight of the 2026 Leadership in Dealmaking Summit, on September 14th & 15th, 2026 at 
the New York Athletic Club. 

“We are proud to present Judge Robert Drain with the M&A Advisor’s 2026 Lifetime 
Achievement Award,” said Roger Aguinaldo, Founder and CEO of The M&A Advisor. “For 
more than two decades, The M&A Advisor has honored the exceptional leaders whose 
vision, judgment and achievements have shaped the global M&A and restructuring 
landscape. This year, we are privileged to recognize Judge Drain for an extraordinary four-
decade career at the forefront of restructuring- spanning more than 20 years in private 
practice, including a decade as a bankruptcy partner at a global law firm, followed by more 
than 20 years of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of New York, where his 
exceptional judgment and leadership helped shape some of the field’s most consequential 
cases.” 

With the presentation of The M&A Advisor’s Lifetime Achievement Award, Judge Drain joins 
an elite circle of influential business leaders who have preceded him, including Wilbur L. 
Ross, H. Rodgin Cohen, John K. Castle, Jack Butler, Sheila Smith, David Morganthaler, 
James H.M. Sprayregen, Bruce Wasserstein, Harvey Miller, Robert “Steve” Miller, Pete 
Peterson, Bruce Rauner, William Repko, Richard D. Parsons, Sir Martin Sorrell, David 
Bonderman, Henry Miller, Joele Frank, Lawrence Golub, Lisa Donahue, Judge Laurel Isicoff 
and Cesar Alvarez, among others. 

The Honorable Robert D. Drain is Senior Advisor and Head of Fiduciary Services of M3 
Partners and a Former U.S. Bankruptcy Judge. He is a transformative figure in bankruptcy 
and restructuring whose more than two decades on the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the 
Southern District of New York placed him at the center of some of the most consequential 
restructurings of our time. 

Appointed to the bench in 2002, Judge Drain presided over landmark cases including 
Purdue Pharma, Hostess Brands, Sears, Delphi, A&P, Yukos, Varig S.A., and Parmalat, 
shaping outcomes in matters that tested the boundaries of corporate distress, creditor 
rights, and judicial leadership. His influence extends beyond the courtroom through his 



 

 

 

 

   

 

work as a mediator, educator, and global advocate for cross-border insolvency 
cooperation. 

A founding member and former chair of the Judicial Insolvency Network, Judge Drain 
helped advance international standards for judicial cooperation in transnational 
insolvency cases, and he has served for several years on the FDIC’s Systemic Resolution 
Advisory Committee. 

Judge Drain’s distinguished academic foundation includes a cum laude degree from Yale 
College in 1979 and a J.D. from Columbia Law School in 1984, where he was a Harlan Fiske 
Stone Scholar throughout all three years of his legal studies. 

In addition to being recognized during the 2026 Leadership in Dealmaking Summit in 
September in New York, Judge Drain will also be inducted into The M&A Advisor’s Hall of 
Fame during the 2026 Future of Dealmaking Summit, taking place November 16th & 17th in 
New York. 
______________________________ 

About The M&A Advisor 

The M&A Advisor was founded in 1998 to offer insights and intelligence on mergers and 
acquisitions. Today, the firm is the world’s premier leadership organization for M&A, 
restructuring and financing professionals, providing an integrated suite of services. 

Follow these links to learn about The M&A Advisor’s 17th Annual International M&A 
Awards and the 17th Annual Emerging Leaders Awards as well as the 2026 Leadership in 
Dealmaking Summit. 
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Media Contact: 
The M&A Advisor 
T. 212-951-1550 
awards@maadvisor.com  
www.maadvisor.com  
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