
 

   
 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

JAMES DOAK EARNS THE 2026 LEADERSHIP AWARD  
FROM THE M&A ADVISOR 

 

New York, March 12, 2026 – The M&A Advisor today announced that James “Jim” Doak, 
Head of Capital Structure Advisory at Stifel, is the recipient of its 2026 Leadership Award. 
Mr. Doak is being recognized for his extraordinary ability to guide clients through high-
stakes M&A, financing, and restructuring transactions across diverse industries, bringing 
strategic precision and calm execution to moments that demand both. 

“It is with great pride that we honor Jim Doak with our 2026 Leadership Award,” said Roger 
Aguinaldo, Founder and CEO of The M&A Advisor. “Jim represents the very best of 
leadership in today’s complex capital markets—strategic, steady, and deeply trusted.  With 
decades of experience advising corporations, creditor constituencies, and municipal and 
sovereign clients on some of the most challenging financial turnarounds and liability 
management matters, Jim has helped shape outcomes when they mattered most and set a 
powerful standard for excellence across our industry.” 

 The M&A Advisor will proudly present the Leadership Award to Mr. Doak on Tuesday 
evening, March 24, during the Awards Gala Celebration at the 2026 Distressed Investing 
Summit, taking place March 23 and 24 in Palm Beach, Florida. 

With the presentation of the Leadership Award, Mr. Doak will join a renowned and exclusive 
circle of business leaders, including Dave Miller of Elliott Investment Management; Rodger 
Krouse and Marc Leder of Sun Capital; Paul Aversano of Alvarez & Marsal; Euan Rellie of 
BDA Partners; Liz Nesvold of Emigrant Bank; Leonard Tannenbaum of TCG; John S. Castle 
of Branford Castle; and Ryan Binkley of Generational Group, among others. 

Jim Doak is a powerhouse in restructuring and capital markets, heading Miller Buckfire and 
now the Capital Structure Advisory Group at Stifel for over a decade.  Through providing 
consensus-building leadership and designing innovative transaction structures in complex 
situations, such as the restructurings of Foxwoods, Detroit, COFINA/Puerto Rico, 



 

   
 

Aeropostale, and Lazydays RV, Jim’s work has resolved litigation, saved businesses, and 
preserved jobs, communities and civic treasurers. 

A Harvard-educated lawyer and financier, Jim Doak stands at the forefront of today’s 
distressed investing and capital structure advisory landscape. He earned his MBA with high 
distinction from Harvard Business School, where he was named a Baker Scholar, along 
with a J.D., cum laude, from Harvard Law School and an A.B., magna cum laude, from 
Harvard University. A frequent industry speaker, conference panelist and published 
thought leader, Jim pairs academic distinction with real-world execution, shaping complex 
transactions and strategic outcomes across the market. 

In addition to receiving the Leadership Award, Jim will be inducted into The M&A Advisor 
Hall of Fame during the 2026 Future of Dealmaking Summit on November 16 and 17 in 
New York, NY. With his Hall of Fame induction, he will take his place among prominent 
figures including U.S. Secretary of Commerce Wilbur Ross; Illinois Governor Bruce Rauner; 
“Father of Venture Capital” David Morgenthaler; corporate leaders Richard “Dick” Parsons 
and Robert “Steve” Miller; investment banking and asset management veteran Henry S. 
Miller; private equity pioneers John K. Castle, David Bonderman, and Pete Peterson; 
renowned advisors Lisa Donahue, Bruce Wasserstein, and Joele Frank; legal leaders 
Rodgin Cohen, Jack Butler, James H.M. Sprayregen, and Harvey Miller; The Honorable 
Laurel M. Isicoff; and others. 

About The M&A Advisor 

The M&A Advisor was founded in 1998 to offer insights and intelligence on mergers and 
acquisitions. Today, the organization is recognized as the world’s premier leadership 
organization for M&A, restructuring, and financing professionals, providing a 
comprehensive and integrated suite of services. 
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