
   

  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

JACOB VOORHEES TO RECEIVE THE THOMAS FARRELL MEMORIAL AWARD 
AT THE 2025 FUTURE OF DEALMAKING SUMMIT 

New York, November 6, 2025 – The M&A Advisor is excited to announce that Jacob 
Voorhees, Founding Member and Managing Director at Navagant, will be recognized as the 
2025 Thomas Farrell Memorial Award Recipient. Mr. Voorhees will be honored for his 
distinguished leadership and outstanding contributions to the field of mergers and 
acquisitions at the 24th Annual M&A Advisor Awards Gala, the centerpiece of the 2025 
Future of Dealmaking Summit, on Wednesday, November 19, at the historic New York 
Athletic Club in New York.   

“We are proud to honor Jacob Voorhees with the 2025 Thomas Farrell Memorial Award,” 
said Roger Aguinaldo, Founder and CEO of The M&A Advisor. “Jacob embodies the true 
spirit of this honor—visionary leadership and entrepreneurial drive, exceptional 
transactional achievement, and an unwavering commitment to excellence.”  

The M&A Advisor established the Thomas Farrell Memorial Award in 2017 to honor the 
memory of Thomas “Tom” Farrell, former Executive Vice President of investment banking 
firm, Generational Equity, and to celebrate his outstanding contributions to the M&A 
industry. The Award is presented each year to the individual chosen by their peers to have 
made the most remarkable contribution to the advancement of the industry.  

Jacob Voorhees is the Founding Member and Managing Director at Navagant. Twenty years 
after the founding of Capstone Partners, he and the rest of the Education and Training 
practice at Capstone launched Navagant, a boutique M&A advisory dedicated exclusively 
to the Education & Training sector, reaffirming his commitment to mission-driven, 
knowledge-based industries. 

Jacob is a first-generation leader whose path began on a small dairy farm in Iowa, instilled 
early with discipline and independence by 4:00 AM chores before school. Originally bound 
for veterinary science at Cornell University, a fateful finance internship at Rabobank 
redirected him into mergers and acquisitions, particularly in the global agriculture sector. 
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After an early career at Arthur Andersen during the tech bubble collapse, Jacob embraced 
his entrepreneurial drive and co-founded Capstone Partners in 2003. Over two decades, he 
built and led the firm’s Education & Training practice, helping grow Capstone to over 200 
professionals and guiding its strategic sale to Huntington Bank in 2022. Recognized with 
50+ M&A award nominations and 20 wins, he was named Investment Banker of the Year 
in 2021. 

Jacob earned his BS from Cornell University and went on to receive his MBA from MIT’s 
Sloan School of Management, grounding his entrepreneurial drive in strategic and 
analytical rigor. 

Off the deal table, he is also an NCAA National Champion Dairy Cattle Judge and enjoys 
global travel, nature hikes, ambitious home projects, and enduring a spirited Boston–
Pittsburgh sports rivalry with family. 

In addition to being recognized as the Thomas Farrell Memorial Award recipient, Mr. 
Voorhees will also be inducted into The M&A Advisor’s Hall of Fame, a feature of the 2025 
Future of Dealmaking Summit, during The M&A Advisor’s Signature Awards Gala on 
November 19th. 

 

The M&A Advisor was founded in 1998 to offer insights and intelligence on mergers and 
acquisitions through the industry’s leading publication. Today, the firm is recognized as the 
world’s premier “think tank” and leadership organization for M&A, restructuring and 
financing professionals, providing a range of integrated services including: M&A Advisor 
Summits; M&A Advisor Awards; M&A Connects Online Community; M&A Connects 
Networking and One-on-One Meetings; M&A TV; M&A Alerts; and M&A Advisor Podcasts. 
For additional information about The M&A Advisor’s leadership services visit 
www.maadvisor.com. 

To learn about the 24TH Annual M&A Advisor Awards and the 2025 Future of Dealmaking 
Summit, CLICK HERE. 
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