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WE FIND 
VALUE IN 
LEADERSHIP

JONATHAN ADELSON
MANAGING DIRECTOR
JADELSON@VALUATIONRESEARCH.COM
(917) 338-5605

Valuation Research Corporation knows that success is built upon a foundation 
of forward-thinking, tenacious, visionary leadership. We salute our fellow 
dealmaker colleagues on their achievements. VRC is humbled to earn top 
honor as Valuation Firm of the Year for a ninth consecutive year.

Since 1975, VRC has delivered supportable conclusions of value to domestic 
and international clients of all sizes and types.

We are proud to work with leading public and large private companies, 
private equity firms, and their portfolio companies to deliver objective, 
practical valuation opinions that withstand scrutiny, satisfy regulators, and 
give investors confidence.

VALUATIONRESEARCH.COM

VALUATION ADVISORY SERVICES  FAIRNESS & SOLVENCY OPINIONS

VRC CONGRATULATES ALL WINNERS OF THE
12TH ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL M&A AWARDS

https://www.valuationresearch.com/
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Welcome to the 12th Annual International M&A Awards.

Since 2008,  The M&A Advisor has been honoring the leading international 
M&A transactions, companies and dealmakers.  The 12th Annual International 
M&A Awards recognize the steadily growing ranks of cross border dealmaking 
experts whose efforts are positively affecting international expansion of 
companies into and out of the United States and around the rest of the world 
through M&A, restructuring, and financing. 

This year we have had the privilege of overseeing the judging of nominations 
representing over 250 individual companies from across the world - a wide 
and varied group with deals valued at $10 million to tens of billions.  It is our 
great pleasure to recognize and bestow upon the winners our highest honor 
for international M&A firms and professionals.

On behalf of The M&A Advisor Advisor Team, it is our pleasure to welcome 
you – albeit virtually – for this celebration of  “international dealmaking.”  You 
are joined by dealmakers from around the globe, in what may not have been 
likekly or possible just months ago.  Your participation and the collaborative 
contributions of our alliance partners, sponsors and judges make it possible to 
provide this valuable awards program and we look forward to greeting you in 
person, hopefully, during next year’s event.

 
Roger Aguinaldo 
Founder 
The M&A Advisor

Welcome
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LEONIS  
PARTNERS

M&A  
ADVISOR 
AWARDS2020

ü Lower-Middle Market Deal of  the Year:  
– Press Ganey (Ares & Leonard Green & Partners) acquisition of SMD

ü Lower-Middle Market Private Equity Deal of  the Year:  
– LINQ (Banneker) acquisition of SRC Solutions 

ü Investment Banker of  the Year:
– Robert Koven, Managing Director

ü Emerging Leader Award Winner: 
– Rob Burton, Managing Director

FROM

“L EONIS PARTNERS CONTINUES TO GAIN MOMENTUM HEADING INTO 2021  WITH
25+ DEALS CLOSED AT 1 .5 BN+ IN T EV  OVER THE LAST TWO YEARS”  

www.leonispartners.com

NEW YORK WASHINGTON D.C. ATLANTALOS ANGELES

Congratulations
TO THE WINNERS & FINALISTS OF THE

12TH ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL AWARDS

http://leonispartners.com/


5
#corporategrowthsummit

5

Award Judging
Earlier this year,  The M&A Advisor issued a Call for Nominations to all international M&A 
professionals to participate in the 12th Annual International M&A Awards.  A panel of 31 
independent judges, chosen for their M&A industry expertise, were then selected to evaluate 
the qualified nominees.

MEMBERS OF THE 12th ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL M&A AWARDS JUDGING PANEL	
Ulf Angelin | Managing Partner, CrossBorder Venture Partners LLC
Luis Alberto Aziz | Managing Partner, Aziz & Kaye Abogados, S.C.
Ben Boissevain | Managing Director, Ascento Capital
Charles Botchway | Chief Executive Officer, Madison Street Capital
Tej Brahmbhatt | Founding Partner, Watchtower Capital
Peter Brechter | CEO, SNC Partners, Inc.
Tom Burger | Managing Partner, Gridiron Capital, LLC
Jason Casella | Partner, Jenner & Block LLP
Ian Fay | Co-Founder & Group Head, Vier Energy Capital
Michael Fein | EVP, Head of US Operations, Kingsdale Advisors, US
Steven Fleming | Restructuring Leader / Principal, PricewaterhouseCoopers
Channing Hamlet | Managing Director, Objective Capital Partners
Nicholas Kim | Managing Director, Private M&A, N. Hahn & Co., Inc.
Steven Klemencic | Managing Director, Ankura
Susan Koss | Partner and Managing Director, O’Keefe
Church Lewis | Partner, Atlas Technology Group
Jeremy Nanus | Managing Director, Alvarez & Marsal
Tyrus O’Neill  | Managing Partner, Benchmark International
Joe O’Donnell | Vice President, Investigative Management Group
Stephen Peca | Managing Director, Windy Acres Capital & Advisory
Tom Reynolds | Partner, Moore Frères & Company
Derek Ricthea | Director, Spurrier Capital Partners
Andrew Robison | Partner, Bradley
Bradford Sandler | Partner and Co-Chair of the Committee Practice, Pachulski Stang Ziehl & Jones LLP
Dean Schroth | Managing Director, Random Walk Consulting, LLC
Scott Sutton |  Vice President, Safeguard Acquisitions, Inc.
Jeremy Swan | Managing Principal, CohnReznick
Stephen Swanson | Assistant General Counsel, Invesco
William Wilson | Partner, Wilson Williams LLC
Igor Zaks | President, Tenzor Ltd
Dina Zhang | Director, Deutsche Bank

The candidates were judged in a secure virtual data room to ensure that all eligible nominations were 
processed and evaluated securely and confidentially.
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Roger Aguinaldo is the Founder of The M&A Advisor.  A leading 
authority on private equity investing, mergers and acquisitions 
and finance, Roger Aguinaldo has consummated over $15 
billion of M&A and financial transactions over the past 30 years 
at Merrill Lynch & Co. and, most recently, at a leading private 
investment firm focused on permanent capital and acquiring 
large mature companies, CC Capital. He has written over 
800 articles in the past 20 years through The M&A Advisor 
publications, and is a frequent guest on finance television shows, 
such as Wall St. Week, Fox, CNN, CNBC and Bloomberg. He is 
a Co-Contributor of the published series, “The Best Practices 
of the Best Dealmakers.” Mr. Aguinaldo sits on the Investment 
Committee of the Diocese of Brooklyn. Mr. Aguinaldo began his 
career at Merrill Lynch where he was actively involved in one 
of the largest LBOs at the time – the $1.5 billion acquisition 
of Del Monte Foods. He received a B.S. from Carnegie Mellon 
University and an M.B.A. from New York University.

12th Annual International M&A Awards  

@rogeraguinaldo



9
#corporategrowthsummit

The winners for the 12th Annual International M&A Awards are as follows:

12th Annual International M&A Awards  

I. SECTOR DEAL OF THE YEAR 
ENERGY DEAL OF THE YEAR 
Acquisition of W&W Energy Services by Petrofac
GulfStar Group				    Lynch Chappell & Alsup
Petrofac, Inc.				    PwC
W&W Energy Services, Inc. 

FINANCIALS DEAL OF THE YEAR 
Investment in Interswitch by Visa
FT Partners 				    Visa
Interswitch

MATERIALS DEAL OF THE YEAR
Sale of Republic Metals Corporation to Asahi Holdings, Inc.
SSG Capital Advisors, LLC			   Arnold & Porter
Akerman LLP 				    Cooley LLP
CBIZ, Inc.				    Luskin Stern & Eisler LLP		
Ernst & Young LLP				   RPA Advisors, LLC
Paladin Management Group, LLC				     

CONSUMER DISCRETIONARY DEAL OF THE YEAR 
Acquisition of Majority Interest in AXS TV and HDNET Movies Networks by Anthem 
Sports & Entertainment
Clear Skies Partners			   Anthem Sports & Entertainment
HD Net LLC

CONSUMER STAPLES DEAL OF THE YEAR
Acquisitions of Good Food Holdings and New Seasons Markets by EMart 
Dentons					     Citigroup
EY					     KPMG 
McMillan Doolittle				    Paul Hastings
Piper Jaffray & Co

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DEAL OF THE YEAR
Sale of VONQ to CapitalD
Raymond James 				    CapitalD
VONQ

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEAL OF THE YEAR (UNDER $1B)
Investment in Fractal Analytics by Apax Partners
Fractal Analytics 				    TA Associates
APAX Partners 				    Khazanah Nasional
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEAL OF THE YEAR (OVER $1B)
Acquisition of ConvergeOne by CVC Capital Partners
Raymond James			 
CVC Capital Partners

ConvergeOne

TELECOMMUNICATION SERVICES DEAL OF THE YEAR 
Partnership between Legacy Telecommunications, Inc. and Enertech Resources 
Holdings 
JD Merit
Legacy Telecom 

Enertech Resources Holdings
Tower Arch Capita

HEALTHCARE/LIFE SCIENCES DEAL OF THE YEAR 
Acquisition of Spectrum Solutions and Go-2 Fulfillment by DW Healthcare Partners
Generational Equity			   DW Healthcare Partners
EY					     Hub International
Haynes & Boone				    Skidmore Olausson
Paul Hastings				    Workman Nydegger
Corporate Diligence Specialists (CDS)	

INDUSTRIALS DEAL OF THE YEAR 
Acquisition of Cincinnati Sub-Zero’s Industrial Test Chamber business from Gentherm 
by Weiss Technik
Statesman Corporate Finance
Cincinnati Sub Zero (CSZ) 

Weiss Technik, The Schunk Group
 

II. FIRM OF THE YEAR 
ACCOUNTING/DUE DILIGENCE FIRM OF THE YEAR 
ACA Compliance Group

BOUTIQUE INVESTMENT BANKING FIRM OF THE YEAR 
Equiteq

INVESTMENT BANKING FIRM OF THE YEAR 
KPMG Corporate Finance LLC

LATIN AMERICAN INVESTMENT BANKING FIRM OF THE YEAR 
PC Capital IB

COMMUNICATIONS FIRM OF THE YEAR 
FTI Consulting Strategic Consulting

PRIVATE EQUITY FIRM OF THE YEAR 
L Catterton

VALUATION FIRM OF THE YEAR
VRC | Valuation Research  
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III. PRODUCT/SERVICE OF THE YEAR 
PRODUCT/SERVICE OF THE YEAR - INFORMATION MANAGEMENT	
CT Corporation’s Global Services

PRODUCT/SERVICE OF THE YEAR - MARKET DATA & RESEARCH	
Pitchly	

PRODUCT/SERVICE OF THE YEAR - PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
EY People Advisory Services	

 
IV. PROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR
INVESTMENT BANKER OF THE YEAR 
Robert Koven, Managing Director, Leonis Partners

CORPORATE DEVELOPMENT PROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR 
Peter Wexler, Chief Legal Officer, Schneider Electric

LEGAL ADVISOR OF THE YEAR
Germaine Gurr, Partner, White & Case

SERVICE PROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR
Carlo Franke, Partner, Palo Alto Strategy Group

V. CORPORATE/STRATEGIC DEAL OF THE YEAR 

CORPORATE/STRATEGIC DEAL OF THE YEAR ($10MM TO $50MM)	
Sale of Aulick Leasing Corp. and ShirAul, LLC to TFI International, Inc.
Bridgepoint Investment Banking		  Aulick Leasing Corp. 
ShirAul, LLC 				    TFI International, Inc.

CORPORATE/STRATEGIC DEAL OF THE YEAR (OVER $50MM TO $100MM)	
Acquisition of Global Sales Training Inc dba Richardson by Sales Performance 
International
Capstone Headwaters			   Alvarez & Marsal
Armstrong Teasdale				   Sales Performance International 
Clifford Chance				    Kartesia

CORPORATE/STRATEGIC DEAL OF THE YEAR (OVER $100MM)	
Acquisition of Primal Nutrition by Kraft Heinz
Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & Hampton LLP	 Primal Nutrition 
Kraft Heinz				    Paul Weiss Rifkind Wharton & Garrison 
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VI. CROSS BORDER DEAL OF THE YEAR 
CROSS BORDER DEAL OF THE YEAR (OVER $10MM TO $50MM)

Sale of Micropen Technologies Corp. to Exxelia USA	
InterOcean Advisors LLC                              Exxelia USA
Lincoln International 			   Micropen Technologies Corp. 

CROSS BORDER DEAL OF THE YEAR (OVER $50MM TO $100MM)	
Acquisition of OdontoCompany by L Catterton
L Catterton 			 
				  

OdontoCompany

CROSS BORDER DEAL OF THE YEAR (OVER $100MM TO $250MM)	
Acquisition of 3M Co.’s Product Safety Division by Teledyne Technologies
McGuireWoods LLP			   3M Co. 
Teledyne Technologies			   Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP

CROSS BORDER DEAL OF THE YEAR (OVER $250MM TO $500MM)	
Trade Sale of RAFI GmbH & Co. KG to Oaktree
ACXIT Capital Partners			   Oaktree
RAFI GmbH & Co.

CROSS BORDER DEAL OF THE YEAR (OVER $500MM TO $1B) 
Sale of Prinova to Nagase
Lazard Middle Market			   Levenfeld Pearlstein 
Nagase Holdings America Corporation		 Prinova Group
RSM					     GCA Advisors

CROSS BORDER DEAL OF THE YEAR (OVER $1B)
Acquisition of Schwan’s Company by CJ CheilJedang
Piper Sandler & Co.				   Schwan’s Company 
Morgan Stanley 				    CJ CheilJedang
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VII. PRIVATE EQUITY DEAL OF THE YEAR 

PRIVATE EQUITY DEAL OF THE YEAR ($10MM TO $50MM) 
Mobeus Equity Partners investment in Access Partnership
Equiteq					     Mobeus Equity Partners 
Access Partnership

PRIVATE EQUITY DEAL OF THE YEAR (OVER $50MM TO $100MM)	
Acquisition of Spectrum Solutions and Go-2 Fulfillment by DW Healthcare Partners
Generational Equity			   DW Healthcare Partners
EY					     Hub International
Haynes & Boone				    Skidmore Olausson
Paul Hastings				    Workman Nydegger
Corporate Diligence Specialists (CDS)	

PRIVATE EQUITY DEAL OF THE YEAR (OVER $100MM TO $250MM)	
Sale of Lakeshirts to Carlson Private Capital Partners 
Vermillion Capital			   Carlson Private Capital Partners 

PRIVATE EQUITY DEAL OF THE YEAR (OVER $250MM TO $500MM)	
Gridiron Capital’s Partnership with Jacent Strategic Merchandising
Gridiron Capital                                                Jacent Strategic Merchandising
Stifel

PRIVATE EQUITY DEAL OF THE YEAR (OVER $500MM TO $1B)	
Sale of Combell Group to Hg Capital	
Raymond James                                                 Combell Group 
Hg Capital				    Waterland

PRIVATE EQUITY DEAL OF THE YEAR (OVER $1B TO $10B)	
GenesisCare’s capital raising including KKR investment and European TLB	
Record Point                                                      EY
European TLB                                                     GenesisCare
Herbert Smith Freehills                                       King & Wood Mallesons
KKR Capital Markets                                           L.E.K. Consulting
Morgan Stanley                                                    PwC
Record Point                                                       UBS

	
PRIVATE EQUITY DEAL OF THE YEAR (OVER $10B) 
Acquisition of Buckeye Partners, L.P. (NYAE: BLP) by IFM Investors
White & Case LLP
IFM Investors

Buckeye Partners, L.P.
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VIII.  REGIONAL DEAL OF THE YEAR

AFRICA REGIONAL DEAL OF THE YEAR
Organizational structure with affiliates of Nitya Capital (“Nitya”), Silverpeak and the 
Olayan Group 
Gray Reed & McGraw LLP	
Shearman & Sterling
Roberts Markel Weinberg Butler Hailey PC	

Nitya Capital (“Nitya”)
Olayan Group 			 
Silverpeak 

ASIA REGIONAL DEAL OF THE YEAR
Financing of Betta/Xcovery 
Zhejiang T&C Law Firm
Linklaters LLP				  

Betta
Xcovery

EUROPE REGIONAL DEAL OF THE YEAR
Acquisition of ConvergeOne by CVC Capital Partners
Raymond James                                                 ConvergeOne 
CVC Capital Partners

NORTH AMERICA REGIONAL DEAL OF THE YEAR 
Acquisition of MS Industries, Inc. by Gnutti Carlo USA, Inc. 
Howard & Howard Attorneys PLLC 		
Gnutti Carlo USA, Inc.
MS Industries, Inc. 

Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP
UHY
GCI 

IX. RESTRUCTURING DEAL OF THE YEAR 

RESTRUCTURING DEAL OF THE YEAR
Chapter 11 Sale of Orchids Paper Products Company 
Polsinelli
Reed Smith LLP
Deloitte Transactions and Business Analytics LLP
Winston & Strawn LLP

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
K&L Gates LLP
Lowenstein Sandler LLP 

 
X. DEAL FINANCING OF THE YEAR
 
DEAL FINANCING OF THE YEAR 
Debt Financing of H.J. Baker by BMO Harris Bank 
Carter Morse & Goodrich                                 BMO Harris Bank 
H.J. Baker 
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XI. M&A DEAL OF THE YEAR 

M&A DEAL OF THE YEAR (OVER $25MM TO $50MM)
Acquisition of Genesys Holdings Limited by H2O Innovation Inc.	
BCMS					     DJH Accountants Ltd
Genesys Holdings				    Mills & Reeve LLP
KPMG					     H2O Innovation Inc.
McCarthy Tetrault							     

M&A DEAL OF THE YEAR (OVER $50MM TO $100MM) 
Acquisition of Global Sales Training Inc dba Richardson by Sales Performance 
International 
Capstone Headwaters			   Alvarez & Marsal
Armstrong Teasdale				   Clifford Chance			 
Kartesia					     Sales Performance International

M&A DEAL OF THE YEAR (OVER $100MM TO $250MM) 
Acquisition of Signicat by Nordic Capital
FT Partners				    Signicat 
Nordic Capital

M&A DEAL OF THE YEAR (OVER $250MM TO $500MM) 
Sale of IQMS to Dassault Systèmes SE	
Harris Williams                                                  IQMS 
Dassault Systèmes SE

M&A DEAL OF THE YEAR (OVER $500MM TO $1B)

Sale of ArrMaz, a portfolio company of Golden Gate Capital, to Arkema 
Lazard Middle Market			   Arkema
ArrMaz					     Deloitte
Golden Gate Capital			   Kirkland & Ellis
Moelis & Company				   PwC
Proskauer				    Valance Group

M&A DEAL OF THE YEAR (OVER $1B)
Acquisition of ConvergeOne by CVC Capital Partners
Raymond James				    ConvergeOne 
CVC Capital Partners



Upcoming Events

THE M&A ADVISOR  
VIRTUAL SERIES

The M&A Advisor brings the movers & shakers of corporate 
development and private equity together with leaders in legal and 
financial advising, consulting, investing, business media, academia, 
policy-making, and C-suite decision-making, to explore the latest 
challenges and opportunities in M&A, restructuring, and corporate 
finance. The Awards, widely respected as a pinnacle of achievement, 
recognize excellence in deal-making, accomplishments, and the 
contributions of leading firms and professionals.

To learn more about our upcoming virtual events call us at 
212 951 1550 or visit us at maadvisor.com

JAN 26              One-on-One Meetings

JAN 28              11th Annual Emerging Leaders Awards Gala

FEB 4                 19th Annual M&A Advisor Awards Gala

MAR 16-18    2021 Distressed Investing Summit & Awards

https://maadvisor.com/



