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Welcome

Roger Aguinaldo 
Founder 
The M&A Advisor

“Leadership is solving problems. The day soldiers stop bringing you their problems is 
the day you have stopped leading them.  They have either lost confidence that you can 
help or concluded you do not care. Either case is a failure of leadership.”  
~ Colin Powell, Former Secretary of State

Since 2008, The M&A Advisor has been honoring the achievements of the global 
M&A community.  Today we gather to pay tribute to this year’s leading up-and-
coming M&A professionals. The 11th Annual Emerging Leaders Awards Gala 
recognizes this year’s standouts within the M&A, restructuring, and financing 
community in the spirit of mentorship and professional development. 

This year we have had the privilege of overseeing the judging of nominations 
representing over 250 individuals from across the world. It is our great pleasure 
to acknowledge and bestow upon the winners our highest honor as a standout 
emerging professional in mergers and acquisitions.

As the Emerging Leaders were selected, each of you certainly has, as Colin 
Powell puts it, “solved many problems” in many aspects of the M&A, financing and 
turnaround industries – especially during this once-in-a-century pandemic.  As a 
group, you have worked on tens of billions of dollars of transactions just in the 
past year.  Nearly 90% of you donated considerable time sitting on boards and 
fundraising for charities.  Millions of dollars are raised through these efforts.

On behalf of The M&A Advisor team, it is our pleasure to welcome you – 
albeit virtually – to this celebration.  Your participation and the collaborative 
contributions of our alliance partners, sponsors and judges make it possible to 
provide this valuable awards program and we look forward to greeting you in 
person, hopefully, during next year’s event.

Congratulations to all the recipients of this year’s Emerging Leaders Awards!
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Congratulation� to

The M&A Advisor's

2020 �merging �ea�er�

DAN JONES

@UHYAdvisorsNY

www.uhy-us.com

ERIC RIBACHONEK

https://uhy-us.com/
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Thank You

The M&A Advisor is grateful to have the support of the 11th Annual Emerging 
Leaders Awards Sponsors:

SPONSORED BY

https://uhy-us.com/
https://www.sb360.com/
https://www.horizonpartners.com/
https://melcap.com/
http://leonispartners.com/
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11TH Annual Emerging Leaders Awards

The award winners were chosen from submitted nominations identified for their notable 
accomplishments in business and in service to the community. Evaluation of the nominees and 
selection of the winners was completed by an independent judging panel consisting of leading experts 
in the M&A, finance, and turnaround communities, as well as past recipients of M&A Advisor Awards.

THE M&A ADVISOR’S 2020 INDEPENDENT AWARDS JUDGING PANEL	
Liam Ahern, Managing Director, Gordian Group
Ulf Angelin, Managing Partner, CrossBorder Venture Partners LLC
Luis Alberto Aziz, Managing Partner,  Aziz & Kaye Abogados, S.C.
Myrna Barakat, Managing Director, MB CAP
Tej Brahmbhatt, Founding Partner,  Watchtower Capital
Ben Boissevain, Managing Director,  Ascento Capital
Charles Botchway, CEO, Madison Street Capital, LLC
Peter Brechter, CEO, SNC Partners, Inc.
Tim Brouwer, Managing Director and co-owner, ARIX Business Intelligence
Tom Burger, Managing Partner, Gridiron Capital, LLC
Jason Casella, Partner, Jenner & Block LLP
Henry Chan, Managing Partner, Azure Advisors
Ian Fay, Co-Founder & Head Group, Vier Energy Capital
Michael Fein, EVP, Head of US Operations, Kingsdale Advisors, US
Ruben Ferrer, Managing Partner New York Office, Gomez-Acebo & Pombo
Steven Fleming, Restructuring Leader / Principal, PricewaterhouseCoopers
Channing Hamlet, Managing Director, Objective Capital Partners
Christopher Jarvinen, Partner, Berger Singerman LLP
Jason Kellams, President and COO, Derby Fabricating Solutions
Steven Klemencic, Managing Director, Ankura
Nicholas Kim, Managing Director, Private M&A, N. Hahn & Co., Inc.
Susan Koss, Partner and Managing Director, O’Keefe
Church Lewis, Partner, Atlas Technology Group
Joe O’Donnell,  Vice President, Investigative Management Group
Tyrus O’Neill, Managing Partner, Benchmark International
Jeremy Nanus, Managing Director, Alvarez & Marsal
Stephen Peca, Managing Director,  Windy Acres Capital & Advisory
Kim Posin, Partner, Latham & Watkins LLP
Tom Reynolds, Partner, Moore Frères & Company
Derek Ricthea, Director, Spurrier Capital Partners
Andrew Robison, Partner, Bradley
Bradford Sandler, Partner and Co-Chair of the Committee Practice, Pachulski Stang Ziehl & Jones LLP
Dean Schroth, Managing Director, Random Walk Consulting, LLC
Jeremy Swan, Managing Principal, CohnReznick
Stephen Swanson, Assistant General Counsel, Invesco
Scott Sutton, Vice President, Safeguard Acquisitions, Inc.
Jacob Voorhees, Head of Global M&A, Capstone Headwaters
William Wilson, Partner, Wilson Williams LLC
Igor Zaks, President, Tenzor Ltd
Dina Zhang, Director, Deutsche Bank

The candidates were judged in a secure virtual data room to ensure that all eligible nominations were 
processed and evaluated securely and confidentially.
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11TH Annual Emerging Leaders Awards

Roger Aguinaldo is the Founder of The M&A Advisor.  A 
leading authority on private equity investing, mergers and 
acquisitions and finance, Roger Aguinaldo has consummated 
over $15 billion of M&A and financial transactions over the 
past 30 years at Merrill Lynch & Co. and, most recently, at a 
leading private investment firm focused on permanent capital 
and acquiring large mature companies, CC Capital. He has 
written over 800 articles in the past 20 years through The 
M&A Advisor publications, and is a frequent guest on finance 
television shows, such as Wall St. Week, Fox, CNN, CNBC 
and Bloomberg. He is a Co-Contributor of the published 
series, “The Best Practices of the Best Dealmakers.” Mr. 
Aguinaldo sits on the Investment Committee of the Diocese 
of Brooklyn. Mr. Aguinaldo began his career at Merrill Lynch 
where he was actively involved in one of the largest LBOs at 
the time – the $1.5 billion acquisition of Del Monte Foods. He 
received a B.S. from Carnegie Mellon University and an M.B.A. 
from New York University.

@rogeraguinaldo

https://www.horizonpartners.com/
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https://www.sb360.com/
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11TH ANNUAL 
EMERGING LEADERS AWARD 
WINNERS 
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LEONIS  
PARTNERS

M& A  
ADVIS OR  
AWAR D S2020

ü Lower-Middle Market Deal of  the Year:  
– Press Ganey (Ares & Leonard Green & Partners) acquisition of SMD

ü Lower-Middle Market Private Equity Deal of  the Year:  
– LINQ (Banneker) acquisition of SRC Solutions 

ü Investment Banker of  the Year:
– Robert Koven, Managing Director

ü Emerging Leader Award Winner: 
– Rob Burton, Managing Director

TO THE WINNERS & FINALISTS OF THE
11TH ANNUAL EMERGING LEADERS AWARDS

FROM

“ L EONIS PARTNERS CONTINUES TO GAIN MOMENTUM HEADING INTO 2021  WITH
25+ DEALS CLOSED AT 1 .5 BN+ IN T EV  OVER THE LAST TWO YEARS”  

www.leonispartners.com

NEW YORK WASHINGTON D.C. ATLANTALOS ANGELES

Congratulations

http://leonispartners.com/
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Jamal Al-Haj is a Corporate Partner and member of Maynard Cooper’s Private 
Equity and Venture Capital, M&A, and Emerging Companies practice groups. 
Maynard Cooper is a national law firm with more than 300 attorneys. He is head 
of the Firm’s California corporate practice and is tasked with expanding the Firm’s 
San Francisco/Silicon Valley footprint.  Al Haj’s practice includes a focus on both 
domestic and international mergers and acquisitions, private equity investment funds, 
joint ventures, equity and debt financings, and other corporate law matters. He also 
represents investment banking clients in financial advisory work as well as early, mid-

, and late-stage private companies in the capacity of outside general counsel with respect to matters 
of corporate governance, securities compliance, intellectual property, and executive compensation.  He 
received his J.D. from George Washington University School of Law, cum laude, in 2012 after receiving 
a B.A., cum laude, in Legal Studies from George Mason University. 

Sheryl Betance is the Managing Director at Stretto. In her role as managing director, 
Sheryl keeps Stretto’s corporate-restructuring teams focused on claims and noticing 
operations and consultative services. With over 15 years of significant industry 
experience, she understands the right combination of internal resources is crucial to 
seamless case-management and has a deft approach when making case assignments. 
She is hands-on with professional development, offering one-on-one training 
and collaborating with her team members to develop and implement standard 
procedures that maximize efficiency. Sheryl is respected by her colleagues as an 

industry veteran and expert on designing streamlined infrastructure to ensure the highest levels of 
department productivity. She is an active member of the American Bankruptcy Institute (ABI) and the 
International Women’s Insolvency and Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC). 

Tim Bossidy is a Director at SierraConstellation Partners with a significant track 
record of financial and operational consulting services to companies in transition. 
His advisory experience extends across turnaround management, mergers and 
acquisitions, capital raising and conducting financial modeling and forecasting 
across a variety of industries including: cannabis, consumer/retail, agriculture, 
media/entertainment, oil and gas, healthcare tech and healthcare services. Prior 
to joining SCP, Tim worked as an investment banker at Goldman Sachs. There he 
focused on mergers and acquisitions, alongside initial public offerings, other equity 

transactions and debt financing. Prior to Goldman Sachs, Tim worked as a credit analyst at The 
Travelers Companies, where he covered high yield and investment grade bonds across the oil and gas 
and municipal sectors.  Tim holds a bachelor’s degree in economics and English from the University of 
Notre Dame and an MBA from Kellogg School of Management. He currently lives in Los Angeles. 

Robert Burton is a Managing Director at Leonis Partners with nearly two decades 
of M&A and Capital Markets experience. Rob joined Leonis in 2018 and currently 
leads efforts within the HR Tech, FedIT, Healthcare, and IT Services verticals at 
Leonis Partners.  Prior to joining Leonis, Rob founded Burton Woodward Partners, 
a Government Services Advisory practice, in 2016 to advise middle market Federal 
government contracting and services businesses, with a special interest in working 
with Native American Tribal organizations.  Before that Rob worked in a Capital 
Markets and M&A advisory capacity at some of the leading bulge bracket investment 

banks, including JPMorgan and Barclays. Rob has his MBA from the Darden School of Business at the 
University of Virginia and an undergraduate degree from Colby College. He resides in New York City. 

Award Winners  
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Swapna Deshpande is a Managing Director at Ankura, where she provides strategic, 
operational, and financial solutions to distressed and non-distressed companies and 
their creditors and investors. Her experience includes work with public and private 
companies across several industries, including entertainment, retail, outdoor media, 
technology, telecom, clean energy, and manufacturing. Seeing an opportunity to 
capitalize on her background while also fulfilling a need at the firm, Swapna recently 
created a business plan for Ankura’s Bankruptcy Preparation and Post-Filing Case 
Management practice. In a show of support by firm leadership, she was named 

head of this new venture. Swapna is currently supporting the CRO of Exide Technologies, a $2.7B 
manufacturer and supplier of lead-acid batteries, and the CRO of KB US Holdings, the parent company 
of East Coast supermarket chains Kings Food Markets and Balducci’s Food Lover’s Market. 

Nick Dhesi is a Corporate Partner in the Houston office of Latham & Watkins. His 
practice focuses on strategic transactions involving the energy industry, including 
public and private M&A matters, capital markets transactions, and private equity 
investments. He has particular experience advising companies and boards of 
directors in connection with complex public M&A transactions and corporate 
governance matters. His experience includes: mergers and acquisitions involving 
public and private targets and related financing transactions; representing private 
equity sponsors and portfolio companies in upstream and midstream investment 

opportunities; representing issuers and underwriters in IPOs, high-yield debt offerings, and other 
registered and unregistered financings; representing public companies in connection with post-
transaction integration; and providing corporate governance, shareholder activism, and crisis 
management support.  He earned his JD from The University of Texas at Austin and currently serves in 
a management capacity as a member of Latham’s Associates Committee. 

Anne Dhulesia is a Partner in L.E.K. Consulting’s London office and a member of the 
European Life Sciences practice. She advises clients on a wide range of assignments 
in the sector — from portfolio strategy and therapeutics, where she spends most of 
her time, to outsourced services. Her work focuses on the identification of business 
development opportunities, business plan development, market growth assessments 
and the definition of long-term strategies. She also provides transaction support 
to pharmaceutical and biotech companies, as well as private equity firms looking 
to acquire or divest assets.  Anne holds a degree in chemistry from Ecole Normale 

Superieure (Ulm) in Paris, a Ph.D. from the University of Cambridge and an MBA from London 
Business School. Anne was promoted to Partner in 2020. 

Bryan Dow joined Stifel through its 2019 acquisition of Mooreland Partners. He is 
currently a Managing Director and a senior member of the Electronics, Applied & 
Industrial Technology team. Bryan’s areas of focus include advanced manufacturing, 
energy technology, IoT, and emerging technologies, such as 3D printing and 
drones. Prior to joining Mooreland in 2013, Bryan was Head of the Clean Energy 
and Industrial Technology Investment Banking Group at ThinkEquity, where he 
advised clients on a range of transactions. Previously, he was also a member of the 
Technology Investment Banking Group at Needham & Company. Bryan earned a 

B.S. in Finance and Management Information Systems from the Leavey School of Business at Santa 
Clara University. 
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Matthew Drake is a Managing Director with FMI Capital Advisors. Matt works 
exclusively in the engineering and construction industry with privately held 
businesses and their shareholders on mergers and acquisitions (M&A), ESOP 
buyouts and internal stock transfers/management buyouts.  Matt is a frequent 
speaker at conferences across the country on topics such as M&A, ESOPs and 
internal stock transfers. Prior to joining FMI, Matt was a vice president at Prairie 
Capital Advisors.  Prior to Prairie, Matt was in the corporate development group 
at REG, where he was a member of the corporate team that led financing, strategy, 

and merger and acquisition decisions. Matt received his bachelor’s degree from the University of 
Iowa and a Master of Business Administration from DePaul University’s Kellstadt Graduate School of 
Business. He also holds his Limited Representative-Investment Banking license (Series 79) and Uniform 
Securities Agent license (Series 63) from the Securities and Exchange Commission and FINRA. 

Dominic Emery joined Raymond James’ Technology and Services Investment Banking 
team in 2017 to launch the London office. He was the firm’s youngest managing 
director ever. Dominic’s career has spanned advising companies across the business 
life cycle in both public and private capital markets, from early stage fundraising and 
M&A to insolvency and restructuring. He has advised on over 100 completed M&A 
transactions, IPO and other capital-raising transactions. Prior to Raymond James, 
Dominic ran Investec’s Technology Investment Banking group with responsibility 
across both ECM and M&A advisory work. He also previously worked for Close 

Brothers Corporate Finance in Technology M&A and Robson Rhodes as a turnaround and insolvency 
specialist. Dominic graduated from Durham University in the UK and Lyon, France, with a BA (honors) 
in history with French. Dominic is also a chartered accountant. 

Amanda Fenster is a Partner in Weil’s Mergers & Acquisitions practice and is 
based in New York. Amanda represents public and private companies in mergers, 
acquisitions and divestitures. She also advises on a broad range of corporate 
and securities matters, including corporate governance, disclosure issues and 
integration matters.  Amanda has worked on several of the most sophisticated 
and consequential transactions in the marketplace, including Willis Towers 
Watson’s pending $80B combination with Aon PLC; Eli Lilly and Company in its 
$8.2B exchange of its interest in Elanco Animal Health for Lilly shares; and AK 

Steel Corporation in its $3B merger with Cleveland-Cliffs, among others.  Amanda was profiled as a 
“Rising Star” by The Deal: Movers & Shakers.  Amanda received her J.D., cum laude, from University of 
Pennsylvania Law School and her B.A., cum laude, from University of Pennsylvania. 

Hilary Fleisher is a Partner at Strattam Capital. Originally from Rockville Centre, 
New York, Hilary studied at the University of Pennsylvania in the prestigious Jerome 
Fisher Program in Management & Technology. She graduated summa cum laude 
with dual undergraduate degrees from both the Wharton School and the School 
of Engineering and Applied Science.  Following graduation and a summer internship, 
Hilary joined Lazard as a full-time analyst in the General Industrials Group. After 
two years, she joined Kohlberg Kravis Roberts as a Private Equity Associate in the 
Industrials and Energy groups, with a brief rotation into KKR Credit. Several years 

later, Hilary received her MBA from Stanford Graduate School of Business, along with a certificate in 
Public Management and Social Innovation. Hilary joined Strattam Capital in 2014 and currently is a 
Partner focused on deal-sourcing, new investment activity, and portfolio company oversight. She lives 
with her husband and daughter in San Francisco. 
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Ceon Francis is a Senior Associate at Branford Castle Partners, L.P.  In his role, Mr. 
Francis is responsible for sourcing, evaluating and executing new investments as well 
as assisting in Branford’s Fund II fundraising efforts. He started at Branford in 2018 
as an Associate. Prior to Branford, Mr. Francis held various executive roles within 
retail for ten years at both Macy’s and Lord & Taylor. Most recently, was a Marketing 
Director at Macy’s, where he developed analytically integrated marketing strategies 
for Macy’s.com and over 600 stores. Before entering retail, Mr. Francis started his 
professional career working in management consulting at a firm (Estin &Co.) in 

France where he worked on M&A and brand extension projects.  Mr. Francis received his M.B.A. from 
Essec Business School in France and holds a B.A. in Economics from Wesleyan University. 

Chanan Glambosky is a Managing Director in Stifel’s Global Technology Group and 
leads coverage efforts in the Technology Enabled Services (TES) sector. He has more 
than 15 years of experience advising clients on corporate finance and M&A. Chanan 
has worked with TES companies across a variety of sectors.  Prior to joining Stifel in 
2016, Chanan was a member of the Technology Investment Banking groups at RBC 
Capital Markets and Bank of America Merrill Lynch. Early on in his career, Chanan 
was a consultant for PwC, where he worked on the 9/11 Victims Compensation 
Fund. Chanan graduated from Cornell University with a Bachelor of Science in 

Applied Economics and Management. 

Jonathan D. Goodman advises clients on corporate matters, with an emphasis 
on middle-market transactions. He counsels private equity sponsors and their 
portfolio companies, as well as strategic buyers, in mergers, acquisitions, divestitures, 
recapitalizations and other investment transactions. Jon has worked on transactions in 
the financial services, real estate services and insurance brokerage, industries, among 
others.   He specializes in middle-market transactions, and among his notable work, Jon 
has represented the leading financial services private equity firm Stone Point Capital 
and affiliated funds and portfolio companies in numerous deals. 

Kristen Grannis is a Partner in the Mergers & Acquisitions and Private Equity Practices 
in the Boston office of Latham & Watkins. She advises private equity, growth equity, and 
venture firms, as well as their portfolio companies, in navigating complex transactions. 
She is particularly focused on the middle market private equity space, and regularly 
works with clients in the technology, retail, healthcare, life sciences, industrial, and 
manufacturing sectors. Ms. Grannis also guides strategic buyers and sellers as well as 
founder-owned businesses and their acquirers in a variety of corporate matters. She 
is skilled at representing clients in merger and acquisition and investment transactions, 

including structured preferred equity investments, growth equity and venture capital financings, leveraged 
buyouts, and exits. She earned her JD from Colombia University School of Law. 

David Griffiths is a Partner in Weil’s preeminent Business Finance & Restructuring 
Department. On the company side, Mr. Griffiths regularly represents large and 
medium-size businesses in strategic planning, liability management, restructuring, and 
chapter 11 proceedings. Mr. Griffiths is currently leading the restructuring of Speedcast 
International, a leading global satellite business, having executed the first wholly-virtual 
chapter 11 proceedings for a global business in the Covid-19 era in less than six weeks 
from being engaged to entering chapter 11 proceedings. Mr. Griffiths also recently 
guided the historic $4B Westinghouse Electric Company chapter 11 proceedings and 

the successful restructuring and sale of the business. On the creditor side, Mr. Griffiths has significant 
experience representing hedge funds and large asset managers in all areas of domestic and international 
restructurings, most recently representing Brookfield Asset Management and Apollo Global Management 
in structuring and executing Bumble Bee Tuna’s chapter 11 proceedings on the creditor side. 
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Rick Hennessey is an investment banking professional at ButcherJoseph & Co. 
(“ButcherJoseph”), where he advises a diverse group of middle market companies 
on mergers & acquisitions, capital raising and strategic advisory assignments. Rick 
graduated in 2013 from the University of Notre Dame with a degree in finance. 
Rick began his career at VMG Health in Dallas providing M&A advisory services to 
the healthcare industry, before joining ButcherJoseph in 2015. In August 2019, Rick 
achieved his four-year milestone at ButcherJoseph. Rick enjoys working out, playing 
golf, Notre Dame football, and traveling with his wife, Danielle. 

Terry Jiang is a Director at Vaquero Capital and leads investment banking deal 
execution. He has closed more than 20 transactions at Vaquero with a focus on 
growth-oriented technology businesses in the vertical SaaS, internet, and data services 
sectors. Prior to joining Vaquero, he worked as an analyst at Martin Wolf Global 
M&A Advisors. Terry is originally from Cupertino, California and graduated from the 
University of California San Diego with a B.S. in Management Science and a minor in 
Accounting. 

Dan Jones has 10 years of accounting and consulting experience in both the public 
and private sectors, ranging from venture backed start-ups to Fortune 500 companies 
in domestic and international markets. He serves as a key member of the Commercial 
Industry group at UHY providing expertise within the technology, telecom and media, 
manufacturing, distribution, consumer products, food and beverage and retail industry 
sub segments. Dan is experienced in SEC reporting requirements for companies 
ranging from small reporting companies to large accelerated filers. He helps private 
equity firms with investments by providing financial due diligence, quality of earnings 

analysis and operational improvement insights before investments are made. Dan has extensive 
experience delivering quantifiable benefits to “buy-side” clients, including adjustments to reported 
EBITDA and net assets. 

Andrew Kadar is a Managing Director and Partner in L.E.K. Consulting’s Healthcare 
Services practice. He joined L.E.K. in 2006 as an Associate and advises payers, 
providers, healthcare IT firms and private equity investors on critical strategic issues. 
Andrew actively seeks to help clients on the right side of the healthcare cost curve 
grow as sustainably and quickly as possible. His core areas of expertise include 
growth strategy and operations, market and competitive assessments, due diligence, 
and mergers and acquisitions. In 2016, he was selected as a Rising Star of the 
Consulting Profession by Consulting magazine.  Andrew received a Bachelor of Arts 

in Economics from The University of California, Berkeley, and a Master of Business Administration from 
Harvard Business School. 

Philip Kaestle is a Senior Director at SierraConstellation Partners where he 
provides financial and operational advisory services to companies in transition. He 
has experience with balance sheet restructurings, interim executive management, 
operational turnarounds, identifying strategic opportunities, debt and equity capital 
raising, mergers and acquisitions, financial modeling and forecasting. Prior to 
joining SCP, Philip was an associate vice president in OneWest Bank’s Media and 
Entertainment Finance Group and was also a senior financial analyst in OneWest 
Bank’s Commercial Real Estate Group. Before joining OneWest Bank, Philip was an 

associate at Arch Bay Capital and he started his career as an investment banking analyst with Imperial 
Capital, LLC in Los Angeles. Philip holds a Bachelor’s degree in Financial Economics from Claremont 
McKenna College. He moved from Los Angeles to his hometown of Seattle in August 2019 and is 
focused on building out Sierra’s presence in the Pacific Northwest. 
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Samuel Kaplan is a Vice President with Capstone’s Boston investment banking 
team. He works closely with senior bankers performing financial analysis, identifying 
strategic and financial buyers as well as managing other deal related tasks. Prior to 
joining Capstone, Sam worked for KPMG in their Boston Financial Due Diligence 
practice assisting clients in buy and sell side transactions. Education Northeastern 
University - MBA and MS in Accounting  Yale University - BS - Economics   
Registrations & Affiliations Licensed CPA, State of Massachusetts. 

Eli Kemmerer is a Partner at RSM US LLP. He serves as a partner with RSM’s 
southeast region Transaction Advisory Services (TAS) practice. Eli leads RSM’s 
Baltimore/DC Metro TAS practice; additionally, Eli is the National TAS leader for 
both the government contracting sector and business and professional services 
industry. With more than 17 years of experience, Eli specializes in providing advisory 
services to both private equity funds and strategic investors, including buy- and 
sell-side due diligence, pre-transaction planning, purchase agreement review, 
adjusted working capital, and quality of earnings analysis. Before joining RSM, he 

spent 12 years in the assurance and TAS practices of a Big Four firm.  Eli has successfully completed 
due diligence on more than 170-plus engagements for private equity and strategic investors, with 
transaction sizes ranging from $5 million to $10 billion, including the preparation of comprehensive 
reports detailing quality of earnings, adjusted working capital, and observations of key deal issues for a 
variety of industries. 

Amar Krishnamurti is a Managing Director in the Raymond James Technology & 
Services Investment Banking group. He joined Raymond James in 2018 to help lead 
the firm’s efforts in the infrastructure software and emerging “Internet of Things” 
sectors. Prior to joining Raymond James, Amar spent approximately 12 years at 
Jefferies where he focused on M&A, converts, equity and leverage finance across the 
middle-market technology sector. During his time at Jefferies, he completed more 
than 75 transactions, served as a member of the Technology Investment Banking 
team and was a founding member of the India Investment Banking team. Most 

recently, Amar served as Jefferies’ Head of Communications Technology Investment Banking where he 
spent time across the broader communications ecosystem as well as emerging technologies including 
the internet of things and artificial intelligence. Amar received his BS in Economics from Carnegie 
Mellon University. 

Justin D. Lee is a Partner in Weil’s Banking & Finance practice and is based in New 
York. His practice involves advising institutional lenders, loan funds, asset managers 
and corporate borrowers on all types of bank financing transactions, including 
asset-based loans, investment grade lending, cross-border and domestic acquisitions, 
middle market and large cap financings, bridge loans, restructurings, working 
capital facilities and subordinated and second lien financings. Justin has advised on 
a series of cutting-edge transactions: Goldman Sachs in $2.2B committed financing 
to support the $4.2B acquisition of Duff & Phelps by an investor consortium led 

by Stone Point Capital and Further Global; Morgan Stanley in providing $1.1B credit facilities for 
OUTFRONT Media; and Doncasters Group in the cross-border restructuring of its £1.22B in funded 
debt through an English scheme of arrangement.  Education: New York University School of Law (J.D., 
2009) New York University (B.A., magna cum laude, 2006) 
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Marc Logan is a Partner at RSM US LLP. He has more than 16 years of professional 
experience advising clients on mergers and acquisitions, finance, accounting 
and business processes. For the past 10 years, Marc has exclusively performed 
transaction advisory services on the buy- and sell-side to middle-market clients. He 
leads RSM’s sell-side due diligence services team, where he has built a national team 
to grow transaction advisory services for sellers. Marc’s industries of specialization 
include industrial products, retail and consumer products.  Marc provides significant 
training in advising sellers through a transaction and analyzing a seller’s financial 

information for a transaction process, which equips RSM’s entire transaction advisory practice with 
sell-side knowledge and insights around market trends. He has also been instrumental in bringing 
several client-focused trainings and roundtables to the New York market. 

Lori Lombardo is a Principal at Entrepreneur Partners, a Philadelphia-based private 
equity firm investing in Printing, Packaging and Direct Marketing businesses. With 
fifteen years of experience, Lori facilitates Entrepreneur Partners’ efforts in making 
principal investments and advising on M&A strategy. She is responsible for business 
development and the evaluation, execution, and pre-and post-closing support of 
transactions. Prior to Entrepreneur Partners, she managed teams and projects 
for domestic and international lines of business at Bank of America Merrill Lynch. 
She began her career in Reed Smith’s Corporate and Securities group, working 

with clients in the healthcare, energy, and nonprofit sectors. Lori holds an MS from the University of 
Pennsylvania and BA from Bates College, where she was an All-Academic field hockey and lacrosse 
athlete. Philanthropically active in her community as Founder and co-Chair of the Virtua Health 
Foundation’s emerging leaders council, she also supports Reach Out and Read of Greater Philadelphia. 

Sean McGuire has over a decade of corporate-restructuring experience, Sean brings 
substantive insight to his role as director at Stretto. He has strong data-analysis and 
project-management capabilities paired with an intimate proficiency in restructuring 
operations across varied industries and jurisdictions. As a former financial advisor, 
he leveraged his competencies, guiding distressed companies through the high-
impact turnaround and restructuring process. He focuses on contingency planning, 
generating schedules and statements, and driving claims analysis and distributions. 
Clients value Sean’s reliable, disciplined approach to managing complex situations 

and developing practical solutions.

Zeeshan Memon is a Managing Director within Stifel’s Investment Banking team. 
He focuses on financial sponsor coverage, with an emphasis on growth oriented 
private equity firms, many of whom are actively investing in the technology sector. 
He joined Stifel through its 2010 acquisition of Thomas Weisel Partners. Zeeshan has 
more than a decade of experience as a technology banker, and previously covered 
technology software. Prior to joining Thomas Weisel Partners in 2005, he was a 
Management Consultant for Stern Stewart & Co., where he focused on Economic 
Value Added (EVA) methodology to help enterprises create economic value for their 

shareholders. Zeeshan holds degrees in Finance and International Business from New York University’s 
Stern School of Business. 
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Aaron Miller is an Executive Vice President and was a founding Principal of 
SB360 Capital Partners where he was co-charged with integrating predecessor 
companies.  Aaron works with companies to develop unique and creative solutions 
for managing periods of transition, growth stages and distressed situations. He 
leads the teams overseeing asset recovery and has a proven track record managing 
complex disposition projects. Aaron has led several restructuring projects, including 
Dollar Express, Nine West, Charlotte Russe, Town Shoes, Fred’s, National Stores, 
Thomasville Furniture and many others. Aaron has been behind the development 

of strategizing disposition of billions of dollars of assets and is at the forefront of all SB360’s 
strategic projects. Aaron is also tasked with structuring synergistic opportunities across the broader 
Schottenstein platform. 

Michael Morton is a Managing Director at Ankura. He has a decade of experience 
executing corporate finance, restructuring, valuation, M&A, and recapitalization 
assignments as well as operational restructuring and corporate planning initiatives.   
Michael has advised small and large-cap public and private companies, corporate 
boards, special committees, financial sponsors, lenders and creditor committees in 
situations involving distressed companies with an emphasis on the healthcare sector. 
He has extensive experience preparing cash flow projections and business plans, 
evaluating solvency and liquidity, conducting financial and operational due diligence 

assignments on behalf of clients.  Prior to joining Ankura, Michael was a director with a national 
financial services firm, where he provided turnaround and restructuring advisory. Michael began 
his career in the audit and risk advisory practice of KPMG LLP, where he served as an engagement 
manager for clients in the consumer, industrial businesses, and energy sectors. 

Dustin Olver is a Senior Managing Director at FTI Consulting and is based in Calgary. 
He is a member of the Turnaround & Restructuring practice. With more than 14 
years of experience, Dustin’s expertise is in restructuring, bankruptcy proceedings, 
distressed company consulting and financial analysis. Dustin has led many complex 
restructurings in and out of Court and routinely assists senior management, secured 
and unsecured lenders and other constituents in a variety of distressed matters, 
primarily focusing on oil and gas exploration and production, oilfield services, 
trucking and logistics and real estate. 

Yogesh Punjabi is a Director in Capstone Headwaters’ Boston office and brings 
investment banking experience across mergers & acquisitions, financial advisory, and 
capital raising for private and public companies. Prior to joining Capstone, Yogesh 
was a Senior Vice President at Jefferies focused on transactions in the Automotive 
Aftermarket industry including for automotive parts manufacturers, suppliers, 
distributors, retailers, and service providers. Prior to Jefferies, Yogesh was with 
BB&T Capital Markets where he worked with clients in the Retail & Consumer, 
Automotive Aftermarket, and Food & Beverage sectors, and with Financo where he 

focused on Retail & Consumer clients.  Yogesh began his financial career in Alternative Investments at 
Bank of America Merrill Lynch after graduating from business school. McDonough School of Business 
at Georgetown University - MBA Northeastern University - BS - Computer Science. 
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Devi Rajani is a Senior Managing Director in the Turnaround & Restructuring 
practice, advising on debt restructurings in Latin America. Ms. Rajani’s expertise 
includes performing due diligence; assisting financially troubled companies; reviewing 
business plans; undertaking receiverships; preparing companies for U.S. Chapter 
11 filings; advising and assisting in various creditor requests and financial modeling, 
including capital structure models, integrated operational models, integrated cash 
flows, and other financial models used to assist stakeholders in understanding; and 
negotiating complex transactions. With more than 15 years of experience, Ms. Rajani 

has worked in the construction, transportation, pulp and paper, manufacturing, automotive, hospitality, 
gaming, financial services, mining, oil and gas and food production industries in Mexico, Chile, Brazil and 
the Caribbean. 

Eric Ribachonek is a Principal at UHY LLP. He has over ten years of experience 
providing audit, accounting, and business advisory services to a variety of public and 
private commercial entities. He has significant knowledge in many industries and 
across multiple practices, performing due diligence and other acquisition-related 
services.  Eric is well versed in the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission 
reporting requirements for companies ranging from small reporting companies to 
large accelerated filers. He is also experienced in providing clients with consultation 
over key technical accounting guidance, revenue recognition, leases, valuations, 

internal control processes, Sarbanes-Oxley reporting requirements and various other consulting 
engagements.  Eric has significant experience with consulting matters on spin-offs and carve-outs of 
public and private entities, and is responsible for the professional and technical development of staff 
through on-the-job-interaction and leading in-house training. 

John Rockwell works closely with early-stage and late-stage companies on a wide 
variety of corporate-related matters. He advises founders and companies on entity 
formation, venture capital, equity and debt financings and related transactions, as 
well as mergers and acquisitions and corporate governance matters. In addition, 
Mr. Rockwell represents both US and international-based investors in a range 
of financing and investment transactions, together with other strategic matters. 
His work with international-based founders and companies involves advising on 
corporate restructures, cross-border financings and acquisitions—matters which 

he also provides presentations on to various early-stage company groups both locally and abroad 
throughout the year.  Mr. Rockwell is a member of the California Bar Association and American Bar 
Association. 

Joseph Scott is Director of Corporate Development at Arconic, a $14B 
manufacturer of aerospace and automotive components. He is responsible for 
leading the execution of various M&A transactions, including acquisitions, joint 
ventures, and divestitures. Recently, he has been focused on executing corporate 
carve outs in preparation for Arconic’s separation into two companies; in the last 
five quarters he has completed five divestitures of distressed or non-core assets, 
worth $120M+.  Joseph joined Arconic in 2012 and currently resides in Pittsburgh. 
Prior to his current role, Joseph was the strategy leader for Arconic’s $2B 

Aerostructures business, where he was charged with optimizing the asset portfolio, leading an annual 
strategic planning process, and assessing capital projects.  He holds a BA in Economics and English 
Literature from Brown University and a Masters from Duke’s Fuqua School of Business. In his free 
time, he makes custom furniture for his friends and family. 
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Jessica Seff, CFA is Vice President of Investment Banking at Statesman Business 
Advisors. In this role, she assists middle market companies to successfully execute 
on high stakes, complex financial transactions. Seff began her career in investment 
banking at Lehman Brothers and has held a variety of positions in structured 
finance, sales, trading, and strategic growth for companies such as Shell and Axiom 
Commodity Group. Seff holds a BA in International Public Policy and Economics 
from Vanderbilt University and an MSc in Economic History from the London 
School of Economics.  She is a CFA charter holder and travels globally with the CFA 

Institute to assist in exam development and exam grading. She is a Board member and Treasurer of two 
prominent non-profit organizations in Houston, Texas: Lawndale Art Center and the Urban Enrichment 
Institute.  She speaks Spanish and Portuguese and has two young daughters, Juniper (6) and Blake (3). 

Anastasia Sheffler-Wood is a Partner at Stradley Ronon, based in Philadelphia. She 
is lead counsel on complex mergers, acquisitions and restructurings for some of 
the largest players in the aerospace, transportation and logistics industries and also 
has extensive transactional experience in the food and beverage space. Both large 
public companies and privately held global enterprises rely not only on her legal 
acumen as a corporate attorney but also on her practical guidance and innovative 
problem-solving to effectively navigate domestic and cross-border transactions. Ms. 
Sheffler-Wood graduated first in her law school class at Temple University. She was 

honored as a “Lawyer on the Fast Track” by The Legal Intelligencer. Ms. Sheffler-Wood has authored 
several published articles in professional journals and presents on topics relevant to both strategic and 
financial buyers. She has held multiple leadership roles in the Greater Philadelphia business community 
and participates in numerous charitable activities. 

Sunny Singh is a Partner in Weil’s Business Finance & Restructuring Department. 
He advises debtors, creditors, sponsors, investors, acquirers, lenders and other 
interested parties in all aspects of distressed and insolvency situations both in and 
out-of-court. Mr. Singh has extensive experience with prepackaged chapter 11 cases 
and asset sales under the Bankruptcy Code. He regularly advises the most complex 
and high-profile restructurings in the market, and his achievements include landmark 
bankruptcies in an array of industries, including airlines, banking, financial services, oil 
and gas and retail.  Mr. Singh is widely recognized as one of the best restructuring 

attorneys of his generation. He has been named a “Rising Star” by IFLR100, Law360 and Turnarounds 
& Workouts.   Prior to joining Weil, Singh clerked for the Honorable Robert D. Drain at the United 
States Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of New York from 2006 to 2008. 

Miles Staglik is a Director at SierraConstellation Partners, provides operational 
and financial restructuring and advisory services to both under performing 
companies and companies in transition. He has experience with in- and out-of-
court restructurings, operational turnarounds, balance sheet restructurings, business 
cost rationalizations, identifying strategic opportunities, debt and equity capital 
raising, mergers and acquisitions, divestitures, and conducting financial modeling and 
forecasting.  Miles has spent over 12 years advising debtors and creditors in a variety 
of industries. He lives in Los Angeles with his husband and son. 
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Michael Thomason advises public and private clients, from start-ups to large corporations, 
in the areas of business formation, mergers and acquisitions, investment and financing 
transactions, securities compliance, and a variety of other transactions and corporate 
matters.  Michael advises companies on a broad range of issues affecting their businesses, 
including clients in banking and financial services, healthcare and healthcare technology, 
manufacturing, retail, media and entertainment, professional services, real estate and 
development, transportation and construction, among others. He has significant 
experience in the area of private equity and venture capital transactions, representing 

private equity companies in their investments and acquisitions and emerging growth companies in their 
formation, capital raises and sale. Michael graduated Order of the Coif from Vanderbilt University Law School, 
where he served as Managing Editor of the Vanderbilt Law Review. Prior to law school, Michael graduated 
summa cum laude with a Bachelor of Science in Accounting from Auburn University. 

Jack Wagner currently serves as an Associate on the Capstone Headwaters’ Business 
Development Team. His primary responsibility is to build long-term relationships with 
business owners and provide them with ongoing insights into industry valuations, 
acquisition activity, and M&A trends. Prior to joining Capstone, Jack worked at a 
publicly-traded investment management firm, SEI Investments, as an internal consultant 
to independent financial advisors.  Education Clemson University – BS – Finance.

 
Ryan Wagner is Of Counsel at Greenberg Traurig, LLP.  As Of Counsel to Greenberg 
Traurig, Ryan Wagner focuses his practice on Chapter 11 bankruptcy reorganizations, 
restructurings, workouts, distressed M&A, corporate and energy reorganizations and 
liquidations, distressed debt transactions, and other financial transactions. He also 
has broad experience in cross-border bankruptcies and restructurings, including the 
recognition and enforcement of such proceedings in the United States under Chapter 
15 of the Bankruptcy Code. Ryan represents companies, debtors, plan proponents, 
lenders, secured and unsecured creditors, and bondholders in connection with all 

facets of such transactions and proceedings. Recent cases in which Ryan played a significant role include 
the restructurings of Energy Future Holdings Corp., the Puerto Rico Electric Power Authority, SFX 
Entertainment, and numerous recent high-profile Chapter 15 proceedings. 

Craig Warznak is a Vice President with SSG Capital Advisors. He is responsible for 
leading financial analyses, market research, and general oversight of the deal process. 
He works closely with SSG’s clients on a wide range of special situations transactions 
including mergers and acquisitions, divestitures, restructurings, recapitalizations, and 
private placements of both senior and subordinated debt and equity. He is skilled at 
balancing the complexities of sophisticated transactions, managing competing priorities, 
ensuring all deadlines are met, and bringing a unique perspective to each transaction.  
Prior to joining SSG, he served as a Vice President for an international investment 

firm, where he was responsible for sourcing and executing middle-market investments. Previously he 
held senior-level positions with CDI Corporation and Day & Zimmermann, where he led corporate 
development and strategic planning. He began his career in investment banking at Lazard. 

Jill White joined Churchill Asset Management in 2018 and currently serves as a Principal 
in the underwriting and portfolio management group with over 6 years of experience in 
middle market leveraged finance.  Previously, she served as an AVP with Antares Capital 
on the underwriting and credit advisory teams. Prior to Antares Capital, Jill completed 
the GE Capital Investment Analyst program.  Jill graduated summa cum laude from John 
Carroll University with a B.S. in finance and minor in mathematics. 
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