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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

JUDGE LAUREL M. ISICOFF TO RECEIVE
THE 2025 LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD FROM THE M&A ADVISOR

New York, December 19, 2025 — The M&A Advisor is proud to announce that the Honorable Laurel
M. Isicoff will be recognized as the recipient of The M&A Advisor’s 2025 Lifetime Achievement
Award.

Judge Isicoff is to be honored for her significant contributions to the global restructuring industry at
the 19th Annual Turnaround Awards Gala, a feature of the 2025 Distressed Investing Summit, on
March 24 & 25, 2025 at The Ben luxury boutique hotel in Palm Beach, Florida.

“We are proud to present Laurel Isicoff with the 2025 Lifetime Achievement Award,” said Roger
Aguinaldo, Founder and CEO of The M&A Advisor. “For over two decades, The M&A Advisor has
celebrated the most influential and accomplished leaders for their exceptional contributions. This
year, the Lifetime Achievement Award recognizes Judge Isicoff’s distinguished career and her
exemplary leadership in bankruptcy and restructuring. Her work has profoundly benefited our
industry and the broader business community.”

With the presentation of The M&A Advisor’s Lifetime Achievement Award, Judge Isicoff joins a
notable and exclusive group of leaders who have preceded her, including Wilbur L. Ross, H. Rodgin
Cohen, John K. Castle, Jack Butler, Sheila Smith, David Morganthaler, James H.M. Sprayregen,
Bruce Wasserstein, Harvey Miller, Robert “Steve” Miller, Pete Peterson, Bruce Rauner, William
Repko, Richard D. Parsons, Sir Martin Sorrel, David Bonderman, Henry Miller, Joele Frank, Lawrence
Golub and Ceasar Alvarez, among others.

Laurel M. Isicoff served as the chief judge of the United States bankruptcy court, Southern District
of Florida from 2016 until 2023, the first woman to serve as Chief in this district. Isicoff was
appointed to the court on February 13, 2006, serving as the first woman, and until 2018, the only,
woman on the bankruptcy bench in the Southern District. She was reappointed to a second 14-
year term in October 2019. Judge Isicoff attended Barnard College for her bachelor’s degree and
the University of Miami School of Law to earn her law degree, where she graduated with honors in
1982. Isicoff was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1982. Judge Isicoff began her practice with what
was then Squire, Sanders and Dempsey, and then continued her bankruptcy law practice for
fourteen years with the Miami law firm Kozyak Tropin & Throckmorton (KT&T). Prior to joining the
court, Judge Isicoff was a partner at KT&T, where she specialized in bankruptcy law, SEC
receiverships, distressed property workouts, commercial mortgage foreclosures and commercial
landlord/tenant litigation.



In addition to being recognized during the 2025 Distressed Investing Summit in March in Palm
Beach, Ms. Isicoff will also be inducted into The M&A Advisor’s Hall of Fame during the 2025 Future
of Dealmaking Summit, taking place November 18 & 19 in New York.

About The M&A Advisor

The M&A Advisor was founded in 1998 to offer insights and intelligence on mergers and
acquisitions. Today, the firm is the world’s premier leadership organization for M&A, restructuring
and financing professionals, providing an integrated suite of services.

Follow these links to learn about The M&A Advisor’s 19" Annual Turnaround Awards and the 2025
Distressed Investing Summit.
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